
	  

	  

THE LION IN THE MEADOW 
 
 

1. Read the story – As you read the story, notice how important the 
illustrations are.  What more do you learn about the story and the 
characters by looking at the pictures?  Ask the children to really look at 
the pictures and to describe what they can see that tells more about 
what is happening. You could perhaps read the story aloud without 
showing the pictures, then read it again, showing the pictures.  Then 
ask the children what they learnt from the second reading. 

2. The cover states that Jenny Williams did the illustrations (or maybe 
someone different for your edition).  She also did the illustrations for my 
version of The Witch in the Cherry Tree. Is her style the same for each 
book? Can you find other books she has illustrated? 

3. There are colourful end papers on the inside covers of the book – study 
these and remember to come back and look at them again once you 
have read the story. They create a montage of the story, almost a 
storyboard in their own right. Ask the children to make a storyboard of 
one of the other three stories we are focusing on.  

4. This story is set in Summer. What visual and text clues are given to 
indicate this to be the case? Consider clothing (shorts, barefeet, 
sandals, sundress as starter clues). Maybe vegetable garden produce, 
leaves on trees, playing outside etc.  

 

 

 

 

5. All the way through the story, the boy’s name is never revealed, even 
his mother calls him ”little boy”. Does it make any difference?  What 
difference does it make?  Ask the children to choose a name for him 
and re-write the story using his name. 

 
 

                                                                             (Curriculum Guide) 
THE ARTS – Visual Arts 
Level One and Two –  
Developing Ideas  
Students will:  
 Investigate visual ideas in response to a variety of motivations, observation, and 
imagination. 
 

                                                                             (Curriculum Guide) 
ENGLISH 
Speaking,Writing, Presenting 
Level One and Two –  Structure 
Students will:  
 Organise texts using a range of structures. 

– uses knowledge of word and sentence order to communicate meaning when 
creating text; 

– organises and sequences ideas and information with some confidence; 
– begins to use a variety of sentence structures, beginnings, and lengths. 

 



	  

	  

                                                                             (Curriculum Guide) 
SCIENCE– Living World 
Level One and Two –  
Life Processes 
Students will:  
Recognise that all living things have certain requirements so they can stay alive. 
Ecology 
Recognise that living things are suited to their particular habitat. 
	  

6. The lion and the boy became friends in the end. Why?  

 

7. Do a study of lions – why is the lion in this story particularly unusual? 
(they are carnivores). Here are some websites to help you:  

       http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/creaturefeature/lion/ 
  
 http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/13-animals/27-lions.html 

            
            http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/13-animals/27-lions.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Is the lion real? The boy certainly thinks he is. Does the mother see 
him, or is she pretending not to, or does she know/think it’s in the boy’s 
imagination? Discuss.  

  

 

 

                                                                             (Curriculum Guide) 
HEALTH – Relationships with other People 
Level One and Two –  
Students will:  
 Identify and demonstrate ways of maintaining and enhancing relationships 
between individuals and within groups. 
	  


